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The Examiner’s new Outcry of the Church’s Danger difvrov'd. 


As Seditious ReflePions on the 


Upper Houfe of Convocation, bis Infolence to the Houfe of Lords, bis Arguments from the Adfob 
be Mob, 


and the Independency of the Cburch upon the Legiflature, confider'd. 
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Conntrym. BE AVE you read the Examiner 
f of Thurfday the 28th of De- 
es cember, Matter? He _ has 

chang’d his Scene now from 

the State to the Church. 

Obf. 1 have read his Performance, Roger, which 
would be juit fo much time loft, were ir not that 
it difcovers the Spirit of the Party, and makes 
good Solomon's Chara@er of a certain fort of Men, 
That they are raging and confident. lt he ferve the 
Church no better than he has done the State, the 
Clergy of his fort will have no occafion to fing Te 
Deum for Vittory. Slander and Malice are bis 
beft Weapons: fo that never was a bad Cau 
worle defended, than fince he undertook it. 

Countrym. That’s a heavy Charge upon him, 
Matter ; I hope you are able to make it good. 

Obf. I have prov’d it oftner than once, Roger, 
by the Authority both of Church and State. In 
the Obfervator, Vol.g, N°. 88. 1 produc’d her 
Majefty’s Proclamation, withthe Refolves of both 
Houfles of Parliament, againft his malicious Slan- 
der of the Church’s Danger. Tothefe I added the 
Addrefs of the Upper Houle of Convocation ; all 
of which affirm’d the Church tobe an a flourifhine 
Condition. Yet you fee the Libeller has the Con- 
fidence to revive and infift upon the fame Calumny 


so 


again, notwithftanding the Declaration of both 


Houles, fupported by her Majelty’s Proclamation, 
That thofe who did fuggeft and infinuate that the 
Church was in danger under her Majefty’s Admini 
ftration, were Enemies.to the Queen, the Church, 
andthe Kingdom. At the fame time her Majeity 
commanded and requird all Magiitrates to take 
effectual Care for the fpeedy Apprenenfion, Piofecu- 
tion, and Punifbment of all fuch Perfons, who have 
or fhall at anytime hereafter, offend in the like fort. 
Countrym. That was fuficient proof indeed, 
Matter: for either the Queen, Parliament, and 
Upper Houfe of Convocation, or the Fxaziiner 
mutt be in the wrong ; and I believe no body but 
thefe of his own Chara@er will think his Autho- 
rity cqual to theirs. Inthe mean time | wonder 
that none of our Magiftrates fhould take effectual 
care for the fpeedy Apprehenfion, Profecution, 
and Punithment of the Examiner, who in fuch an 
eifronted manner goes on to publifh the fame mali- 
cicus and groundlefs Slander. : 
ol. Tocre’sa Set in the Nation, Roger, who 
trample upon cur Conftitution, and yet pretend 
to be the only Lovers and Reftorers of it. They 
think themfelves above Law, and therefore 2& as 
if there. were none: Statutes, Proclamations, Re 
folves of Parliament, and Scandala Magnatum are 
but mere Cobwebs, when encounter’d by the Gi 
pantick Force of the Z.vaminer’s Party. Marders, 
Lumalts, Kebellions, burning and rifling of Hou. 
fes; are criminal in others, bat meritorious in them. 
What's Falihood in the fenfe of all other Men, 
muti be receivd as Truth when it comes from 
their giowtis. They allume a Prerogative to ca: 
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Evil Good and Good Evil, notwithflanding the 
Divine Woe pronoune’d againit thofe that do fo, 
Therefore we are not to wonder ar this way of 
proceeding in them. 

Countrym. ’Tis ftrange tho, Mafter, that auy 
Man fhould be fuffer’d thus with impunity .o fo- 
ment Divifions among us, when her Maj-fty has 
fo frequently enjoin’d Unity trom the Throne, 
This Sower of Sedition has tpent one and twenty 
Papers in Jibelling the State, and now he ends the 
old Year and begins the new with railing a flame 
inthe Church. Any body may fee his defign to 
fet the two Houfes of Convocation together by 
the ears, and that this pretended Champion of 
Epifcopacy endeavours to {tir up the Presbyters of 
the Church againit their Bilhops, He thrvatens 
the Majority of the latter with the Majority of 
the Mob, if they don’t agree with the Lower 
Houle. [am fatisfy'd that no body, who reads his 
laft Paper with Attention, can think me uunjuft in 
paffing this Cenfure upon it. 

Obf. 1 am of your .mind, Roger, and think I 
could fairly prove it, had our Language {till ree 
tain’d its primitive meau ng 5 bat you know there’s 
a Party among, us, efpecially the new Hereditary 
Right Men, viiiole words malt be underitood con- 
trary to the meaning of all our Gloffaries and 
Dictionaries ; fo that there’s no arguing with tha, 
fort of Men. In the mean time, I can’t help rhink- 
ing it looks with a ftrange afpect, that wheu we 
are under the Rebukes of Providence abroad, a 
Party of reftlefs Paflions and arbitrary Principles 
fhould be fuffer’d to throw their Firebrands abour, 
that they may fet both Church and State in a fame 
at home. One wou'd think that a Man who pre- 
tendsto fo much Loyalty as the Exam ner, thould 
not have run into the fame fault againit which her 
Majetty exprefs'd her Refen'ments in fo lively a 
manner, by her Letter to the Archbifhop of the. 
Sth of Apri! 1707. Her Majefty was thea pleasid 
to fay of a Party in the Lower Houle, © That, 
they had been guilty of Innovations and illegal 
Proceedings, contrary to the Dury they ow'd to 
her Majefty and their Ecclefiaitical Supertors ; 
that they afferted things wotrue in polit of fact, 
that rhey invaded the Royal Supremuy repo’ wa 
her by Liaw and the Con ftitution Of tic Church y 
and that by their fubfequent Declaration, they 
had aggravated the Gaile of ther dange- 
rous Attempt upon her Rightiul Sopramacy, 
which would oblige her (tho anwilling) to ue 
fuch means for punifhing Oikences of Chat patuce, 
© if they attempted the like im time to Come, as 
‘ were warranted by law. ; 

Country. AV bus, Matier, you dewet conlider 
the Examiner's Strengch : cie bolts he bas vot the 
Mud on his fice. I: ° dt the 
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infeste 


© Lower Houle happen to criter fro the greater 
“part of the preient set ct Kilhops, 1 doubt 
© (fays he) it will call fome things to mind, that 
“may turn the Scale of Central Loveur on the 
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© Inferior Clergy’s Side; who, with a profound 
© Duty to her Maijelty, are perfectly pleasd murn 
© the prefent Turn of Ajuirs. 

Obf. A Canonical way of treating the Upper 
Houfe of Convocation indeed, Roger,, and very 
becoming a zealous Churchman! This is mobbing 
the Upper Houle of Convocation with a, witnels: 
Tire Scale of general Favour, and the prefent Difpo- 
fitions of the Kingdom, are very powerful Argu- 
ments, it muft be confels'd, efpecially when ma: 
nag’d by fuch Difputants as Damaree, Purchafe, 
Hick{on and Burton. The Lord Bifhop of Sarum 
narrowly efcap’d being nonplus’d by them laft 
year; his Grace of Canterbury had beft beware 
of them this, for A4ortality it feems is the only Re- 
medy for what the Examiner calls Inconveniences 
in the Church: therefore if thofe Inconveniences be 
fo dangercus, as that modeft Author fays they 
are, and that Convocations may be eluded by them, 
certainly there’s a neceflity of haftening the Re- 
medy. But tho the Examiner makes fo bold with 
the Upper Houfe of Convocation, methinks he 
fhould have been a little more cautious in meddling 
with the Upper Houfe of Parliament, and not 
have threaten’d the Bifhops, by telling them their 
manner of Voting fhall be obferu'd there, and com- 
par'd with what paffes in the Upper Houfe of Convoca- 
tion. The Houfe of Lords is too facred to have the 
Votes of their Members made fabje& to the Cen- 
fare of the Examiner, or any body elfe. He 
fhou’d have confider’d that there’s Men of the 
Sword, as well as of the Robe there, and that 
they have a Black Rod to chaftife infolent Cri- 
minals. 

Countrym. | think the Examizer is infolent with 
a Vengeance, Matter ! The Lords are like to have 
Freedom of Speech and Debate indeed, when the 
Bifhops mayn’t vote in their Houle as their Con- 
{cience dire&s them, without being bully’d by the 
Examiner ; andthe Upper Houfe of Convocation 
is like to pals their time well, and to preferve their 
Liberty finely, sf the Scale of General Favour, 
and the Difpofitions of the Examiner's Mob, mult 
be the Ballance to weigh their Debates and Argu- 
ments. Certainly fuch Infolence as this mutt be 
examin’d at laft. 

Obf: They that build upon Mobs, Roger, are 
like thofe that build upon Sand; the Foundations 
ate equally flippery, {and generally overturn the 
Superitructure. The Examiner did all that he 
could to have the Duke of AZarlborough mob’'d. 
He charg’d his Grace as furioufly with Libels, as 
ever the French did with Gunfhot ; yet blefs’d be 
God he has hitherto efcap'd both. The People, 
thro whom the Duke pafs’d, did every where ex- 
prefs their Joy for his fafe Return, becaufe they 
were fenfible of the eminent Services he has done 
her Majefty and his Country. This they did 
voluntarily, without being prompted by Highfly- 
ing Priefts, aflembled by Circular Letters, led up 
by Jacobite Officers from France and Ireland in 
Difguife, or hir'd by Mony : So that the Examiner 
may perceive, to the great Mortification of him- 
felf and his Faétion, thatthe Scale of General Fa- 
wour, and the Difpofitions of the Kingdom, are not 
at their Difpofal , and that they have fpit cheir Ve- 
nom againft his Grace to no purpofe. They will 
find it to be the fame with relpect to the Majority 
of the prefent Set of Bifhops, whenever they put 
it tothe Trial. Thofewho have any true regard 
to Religion, Liberty, or the Proteftant Succef- 
fion, will always exprefs a juft Efteem for them, 
however they may be bully’dand defpis’d by A- 
theifts, Papifts, Nonjarants, and Sacheverellite 


Mobs, whole Shibboleth is, G—- D— ye, We are 
jor High-Church, Every body knows that was the 
word of Cabal, in their rebellious Tumults lait 


Winter, and fince. Now if any thing can be 
moreinfamous, let the World judg. 

Countrym. The Examiner might eatily have perceiv’d, 
Mafter, had not his Reafon been drown'd by his 
Paffion, that he laid himfclf open to fuch Reprifals ; 
but he and his Party are refolv’d to wink hard, and to 
talk loud, the only way left them to avoid the force 
of that Demonftration whichthey cannot anfwer. 

Obj. He cries oucruefully of the Contempt and Oblo- 
guy that hisSet of Clergymen have met with, Roger, 
and that they fhould be prefcribd what to teach, by those 
who are to learn from them; Asif the Legiflature, whe 
have ratify’'d the Articles of the Church as the 
Standard of her Doctrine, in fubordination to the 
Scripture, had not a power to call feditious Prietts 
toan Account for perverting the Doéttrine of the 
Church, and turning it againft the State. Certain- 
lythey who have a power to enatta Dottrine, have 
a power to judg when “tis corrupted, and to call 
the Corrupters to an Account. The Members of 
our Legillature areat the fame time Members of the 
Church, and as much concern’dto know what they 
are to believe and prattife, as any Clergyman what- 
ever. The Examiner might with equal Juftice al- 
ledg, that the Parliament have no Right to bring 
corrupt Judges to an Account for wrefting the Law, 
becaufe the Members, in their private Capacities, 
are tolearn the Law from them, and to be govern’d 
by their Decifions: Yet the Gentlemen of the Long 
Robe have always been more modeft than to fet up 
for an Independency on the Legiflature, or to fay 
they had no power to deprive themof their Salaries, 
orto punifh them for falfe Judgments. Let him tell 
us, if he can, why Scarlet and Ermin have not as 
much power to infpire our Judges with Infallibility, 
as Crape and Surcingles to infpire the Clergy. 
Judges and Magiftrates are call’d Gods in Scripture, 
as wellas the Clergy are cal’d his Ambaffadors, fo 
that if there be any Preference, it belongs to the 
former : Yet fince that lofty Title does not exempt 
Judges and Lawyers from the Cenfure of the Legif- 
lature, why fhould an inferior. Title exempt the 
Clergy ? It appear’d by Dr. Sacheverel’s Trial, that 
feveral Gentlemen of the Long Robe were more 
converfant in the Scripture, and underftood it bet- 
terthan he, Then why fhould we think the whole 
Legiflature of a Chriftian Nation uncapable to un- 
derftand the Chriftian Doétrine ? Did they ena& 
the Articles of the Church blindfold, without mak- 
ing ufe of their own Senfe and Reafon, but merely 
in Verbo Sacerdotws ? If our Clergy will be accounted 
Apoftolical, let them follow the Example of the 
Apoftles, who allow’d their ordinary Hearers to ex- 
amine their Doétrine by the Word of God, and did 
not tie them up to implicite Faith ; much lefs would 
they have tydupa Chriftian Legiflature. Our Sa- 
viour himfelf commanded his Hearersto fearch the 
Scriptures, and to examine his Doétrine by that Teft. 
How came the Difciples then to be greater than their 
Mafter ? Certainly the World will fee thro this 
Prieftcraft at laft. ’ITwas by ufurping a Dominion 
over our Confciences that Antichrift mounted his 
Throne; fo that we have all the reafon in the World, 
both as Mernand Chriftians, to adhere to that Liber. 
ty by which our Saviour has made us free. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Juft Publifh’d, 

tit The Defcription of a Presbyterian: Humbly 
addrefs'd to thofe Gentlemen, that by the Imputa- 
tion of the High-Church are lately added to that 
Famous Party. 

Dick and Tom, a Dialogue about Addreffes. Price 
2d. Sold by S. Popping. 
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